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TO THE COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS: 

Applicants respectfully request that the above-identified application be re-examined. 
The final Office Action mailed May 23, 2008 ("Office Action"), rejected Claims 68 
and 70-81, the only claims remaining in this application, based on an article in Electronic 
Commerce News, Vol 3, No. 42, October 19, 1998, titled "Plastic or Cybercash? Cutting Banks 
out of the Payment Circuit/' in view of Official Notice. Frankly, applicants do not understand 
this ground of rejection. The above-identified application (U.S. Patent AppUcation Serial 
No. 09/755,657) is a continuation of prior U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 09/299,156, filed 
April 22, 1999 (parent application), which in turn is a continuation-in-part of prior U.S. Patent 
Application Serial No. 09/064,797, filed April 22, 1998 (grandparent application). U.S. Patent 
Application Serial No. 09/064,797 was filed almost six months prior to the publication date of 
Electronic Commerce News, Vol. 3, No. 42— October 19, 1998. Since the grandparent of the 
current application was filed almost six months prior to the publication date of Electronic 
Commerce News, Vol. 3, No, 42, and provides support for the subject matter claimed in this 
application, applicants submit that the Electronic Commerce Nevs^s, Vol. 4, No. 42, is not a valid 
reference. With regard to the grandparent application proving support for the claims of the 
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current application, in the event a copy of the grandparent application is not readily available to 
the Examiner, a copy is enclosed. The enclosed copy, marked Exhibit A, is identified as U.S. 
Patent AppUcation Serial No, 09/064,797 and Attorney Docket No. ECHG-1-12036. 

In view of the foregoing remarks, applicants respectfully request withdrawal of the 
rejection of Claims 68 and 70-81 based on Electronic Commerce News, Vol. 3, No. 42, the 
allowance of these claims, and the passing of this application to issue. If the Examiner has any 
questions, the Examiner is invited to contact applicants' attomey at the number set forth below. 

Respectfully submitted, 
CHRTSTENSRN O'CONNOR 
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